In a recent defence of the relevance of Marxism to the study of history, Eric Hobsbawm has reminded us that Marx aimed to provide a basis for understanding history as a totality.
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[ T]he new perspectives on history should also return us to that essential, if never quite realisable, objective of those who study the past: 'total history'. Not a 'history of everything', but history as an indivisible web in which all human activities are interconnected. Nonetheless, Marx and Engels were adamant that, while the capital accumulation process provided the basis from which the totality could be understood, it would be a grave mistake, as Engels famously insisted in a letter to Joseph
Bloch -21 September 1890, to mechanically reduce processes in the legal and political superstructure to epiphenomena of developments in the base. 
